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Reviews

This book, from one of the most popular lay preachers in the Home
Counties, will be a real boon to those who also seek to follow that
ministry or to Christians seeking a ‘thought for the day’.

The author has curated a carefully indexed miscellany of articles originally
prepared for a church magazine. The result is a cornucopia of reflections,
stories and theology which can be used to enhance any sermon or
brighten any day. The form of the original publication means that the
chapters are self-contained short articles which have already been tried,
tested and critiqued.

The range of subjects is vast, covering most books of the Bible, almost
every season of the Christian year and many contemporary dilemmas.
This book represents practical Christianity at its finest.

Bob’s style is immensely readable and I skipped from one chapter to the
next, always intending to pause to take some notes but lured into the next
fascinating article by the sheer intrigue of the opening words. The touch
is light and so the thoughts are easily assimilated but there is a depth of
thought which promotes reflection in the reader.

I can thoroughly recommend this book to those who are seeking to spice
up their preaching or to make it more impactful. I am sure it would be
of great help to those who want to refresh their spiritual life or to find a
helpful tool to renew their daily walk with the Lord.

Professor Sir Les Ebdon CBE DL,

an award-winning analytical chemist and former University Vice Chancellor.
A lay preacher, he is President of the European Association of Professors
Emeriti and Chair of the Board of Spurgeon’s College.

kkok

As he says in the introduction, Bob Little hopes that this collection of
spiritual reflections will offer insight to preachers, leadership teams and
students of mixed ages. To my mind, this hope is realised.

Since these articles were originally produced for a church magazine over
a good number of years, it is hardly surprising that they are an eclectic
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mix. Christian doctrine and discipleship are explored in various ways,
texts from Old and New Testaments are engaged, but an accessible style
is sustained throughout.

There are enjoyable and illuminating illustrations along the way: the
upended Christmas tree with visible roots rooted in heaven is a metaphor
for discipleship that will live long in my memory!

Little does not shy away from controversial themes and recognises that
some readers will not, and need not, agree with everything he says. But
that is all to the good: expect to be provoked in mind and heart as you
read this book.

The Rev Dr Michael Peat,

Free Church Chaplain at the University of Bristol Multifaith Chaplaincy
and Reviews Editor of the Baptist Ministers’ Journal.

kkek

This is a rich, eclectic resource that will prompt thought and reflection
for anyone wanting to spend time exploring Scripture. It is helpfully
themed and referenced in a way to make it readily accessible for a range
of purposes.

The Rev Canon Dr Ruth Goatly,
Anglican Priest

kkok

In this compilation Bob Little has produced a book that’s going to be
invaluable on more than one level. From the notes on the author and the
book’s introduction it’s obvious that Bob has much learning and
experience to pass on. The book will be a very welcome addition to any
church library. Church secretaries will have plenty of material here if
they’re ever in the position to need a sermon in a hurry but the benefits
of more frequent use can be found by including the book in one’s daily
devotions.

A useful asset in this book is the inclusion of a table of Bible references.
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It’s most interesting that the author was pointed in the direction of lay
preaching at such an early stage and that he’s made this such an important
part of this life. We’re now privileged to reap the benefit of this.

David Langley, Church Secretary,
High Street Baptist Church, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire

kksk

The humble church magazine is a window on church life. It informs,
resources, encourages, and occasionally inspires. In this collection of
short articles, Robert Little shares his thoughtful and wvaried
contributions over the years to the magazine of one Baptist community,
for the benefit of deacons and preachers seeking food for thought.

The Rev Stephen Copson,

Regional Minister, the Central Baptist Association
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About the Author

13
Since September 2014, Robert (also known as Bob) A‘}’A
Little has been Chairman of the Hertfordshire <?A{?
Fellowship of Baptist Preachers (HFBP), having joined ‘ - 4
the Fellowship in the late 1970s. This Fellowship is the
current form of an association, dating from at least 1903, Hers

Fellowship of

which caters for Baptist lay ministers in Hertfordshire. i)

The HFBP aims to advance the Christian faith according to the principles
of the Baptist denomination. Its prime functions are the recognition and
honing of preaching skills in helping to advance the Christian faith in line
with Baptist principles. One of its key activities is to encourage those
who feel they may have a gift for preaching and leading worship to test
that gift - and, indeed, to test their call to ministry. That call is affirmed
through an approval process that involves the recommendation and
support of a person's local church fellowship, along with assessments
from the HFBP’s Committee members. Of course, becoming a member
of the Fellowship is only the start of a process of continuous professional
development (CPD).

My path to this voluntary post has been neither straightforward nor
predictable but, perhaps, understandable in hindsight. In this regard, my
career path is similar to many - if not most - people’s.

I was born in a Baptist Manse in Halesowen
— a town that was then in Worcestershire, for
a while in ‘Hereford and Worcester’ and is
now firmly ensconced in the West Midlands.
The Baptist minister in Halesowen at that
time was my father, the Rev E Bryn Little
MM. He was Welshman who, after serving as
a driver in the Royal Army Service Corps in
World War II, trained for the Baptist ministry
at Rawdon College, in Leeds. His story is told
in the book, “The Canvas Chapel’ — available
from me via The Endless Bookcase, if you’re
interested.

E Beryn Lilik
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When I was four years old, I moved with my father (Bryn) and mother
(Muriel) to Kings Langley, in Hertfordshire, when Bryn became the
Baptist minister there. Life in a Baptist Manse was almost all I knew in
my formative years. I was broadly supportive — but no more - of church
life, having known little else.

The next nudge towards a more active interest in the Christian religion
and talking (preaching) about it came when I gained a place at University
College, Cardiff (part of the University of Wales), to read economics.
Unfortunately (or not, as it turned out), I waited until the offer of the
place at Cardiff was confirmed before looking for accommodation in the
city. By that time, all the student accommodation had been ‘taken’ and
things looked bleak for me.

Then my father remembered an old college colleague of his — the Rev
Trevor Thorn - who was then the Baptist minister at Albany Road Baptist
Church, Cardiff. Trevor’s advice was to try the South Wales Baptist
College (SWBC), in Richmond Road, Cardiff, because, sometimes, it had
‘spare’ rooms in its student hostel once all the students who were
studying theology had been catered for. This proved to be the case and 1
went to live there — in ‘Room 5’ — in the student hostel.
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Thinking that I ought to repay the kindness of my hosts (in offering me
a place to stay) by attending ‘College Prayers’ each weekday, from 7am
to 7.30am, I became a fairly regular, if sleepy, attender — at the expense
of an extra half hour or so in bed. At that time, one of the new students
— Janet Davies, from Llanelli — decided that the life of a Baptist minister
was not for her and so she left the college.

This posed a problem for the College Principal, the Rev Dr Dafydd G
Davies. Many Baptist churches up and down the South Wales valleys
relied on students from the SWBC to conduct services for them on
Sundays — and Mr Davies had planned each student’s preaching activities
for the forthcoming term. Consequently, with Janet’s departure, he was
one preacher short.

The first thing I knew of this issue was when I had a visit to my
study/bedroom from my next-door neighbour, John Farringdon, one
morning. John, a gentle giant at six feet four inches (193cm) tall and some
26 stones (165 kilos) in weight and who was formerly an apprentice
electrician from Abercarn before responding to the call to the Baptist
ministry, said bluntly and with all the persuasive physical presence and
forcefulness of his 26 stones, “We’ve seen you coming to College Prayers

29

and we think you ought to go preaching ‘for the College’.

In the circumstances, I felt it would be ungracious to refuse so, the next
Sunday — 28th October 1973 - found me catching a bus from Cardiff to
go ‘up the valleys’ to Hendreforgan (a village between Tonyrefail and
Gifach Goch) in the Rhondda Valley. The Baptist church there
worshipped through the medium of Welsh and, thankfully, my command
of the Welsh language was just enough for me to conduct most of the
service via Welsh — although preaching in Welsh was beyond me. There
were 11 people in the congregation and, appropriately for a first sermon
I thought, I preached on Genesis chapter 1 verse 1 [for those who're
interested, the main headings of the sermon were: Genesis is a book of beginnings; a

book of failures, and a book of hope|.

I returned to Cardiff, pleased that things had gone smoothly enough. On
the following Monday, the College received a report about me from the
church — and, apparently, it was sufficiently positive for me to be asked
to conduct two services (morning and evening) the next Sunday (at
English Baptist Chapel, Abercarn). I agreed. This time, the services were
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to be wholly in English (a language with which I felt more ‘at home’) and,
in conducting them, I became the third generation of my family to
conduct services in that chapel, after my father (Bryn) and my
grandfather (William Little).

Again, things went well and the church asked me to return to conduct
some further services — which I did. For the three years in which I lived
at the SWBC while I completed my degree in economics, I found myself
increasingly engaged on Sundays, conducting services in chapels around
the South Wales valleys — mostly preaching on behalf of the College but,
sometimes, preaching on behalf of the college tutors who found
themselves ‘double booked’ or who were otherwise unable to fulfil a
preaching commitment. Indeed, I soon found myself preaching on most
Sundays during term time. However, this seeming popularity was put into
a context when I conducted the services at Ebenezer Baptist Church,
Blaenavon. After the evening service, the church secretary said to me,
“Thank you so much for coming to us. We’ve had a grear day, today. If
ever you’re in the area and would like to take a service for us, please let
me know.”

Before I could bask too much in this praise for my teenaged preaching
style and content, he continued, with commendable childlike candour,
“Well, you see, it’s difficult to get anybody to preach these days.” My
inflated ego quickly returned to normal.

When my time in Cardiff was coming to an end, the SWBC asked me to
consider joining the College as a theological student but the experience
I’d had of seeing a Baptist minister’s life at very close hand had convinced
me that it was not the life for me. S

Nonetheless, having ‘cut my preaching teeth’ in Edgar AL - f
the chapels in the South Wales valleys, I felt that <N
p y Evar?oﬁ,y

I should continue to develop my ‘worship-
leading/preaching skills’, so I embarked on the By Robers L
Baptist Union of Great Britain’s Diploma in '
Religious Knowledge — via the distance learning
option. At the same time, hoping to pursue a
career as an opera singer, I came to the London
area to study singing at the Royal College of
Music, with Edgar Evans who had recently
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retired after 40 years as a principal tenor with the Royal Opera. His story
is told in the book, ‘Edgar Evans - Extempore’ — available via The
Endless Bookcase, if you’re interested.

I completed the Diploma in Religious Knowledge in two years rather
than the three years allotted for study — much to the disapproval of my
allotted tutor, the Rev Noel Pepper, who kept sending me messages,
which I ignored, asking me to take more time over submitting my
completed assighments because they were arriving too quickly and he
didn’t have time to mark them. I was officially ‘recognised’ by the Baptist
Union of Great Britain at the Union’s Annual Assembly in London in
the spring of 1979. By then, I'd been a member of the HFBP for some
two years - having joined the Fellowship on leaving Cardiff for the
London area.

Importantly, the odd, convoluted career path described here has been
travelled while the rest of my life has been going on in parallel. To date,
this life path has embraced, among other things: a couple of (full-time)
professional careers, latterly as a writer and publicist; a continuing career
as a semi-professional singer in the classical tradition; some setrious
dalliance with playing cricket (my great sporting love), a soupgon of radio
(but also some television) broadcasting and, of course, married and
family life. I have never been — nor did I ever want to be - a ‘professional
Christian’, earning my living as a member of the clergy. However, the
various opportunities I’ve been given have meant that I've developed,
unintentionally, into something of a dedicated ‘semi-professional’ in
church terms with a keen interest in theology.

Opver the years since 1973, so far, I've conducted well over a thousand
services in nearly 90 churches of various denominations around the
country — and in one or two other places as well. I've also written
innumerable articles for various church magazines. It was that activity
that prompted most of the articles that are in this book — because at least
one person (notably Peter Kelleher at Marshalswick Baptist Free Church,
St Albans) commented that some of the articles I've written might
interest a wider audience. I'm grateful to Peter for this thought, along
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with his continuing encouragement in the book’s
publication and marketing. Exploring Peter’s
thought has led to this book.

Robert Little, 2022
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Introduction

Introduction

It’s widely believed that the Irish poet and playwright, Oscar Wilde (1854
—1900) said, “Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone
else's opinions, their lives a mimicry, their passions a quotation.”

These sentiments are certainly found in Wilde’s essay, “The Soul of Man
under Socialism’. Written in 1891, this essay expounds a libertarian
socialist and social anarchist worldview. In it, Wilde writes, ‘People... go
through their lives in a sort of coarse comfort... without ever realising
that they are probably thinking other people’s thoughts, living by other
people’s standards, wearing practically what one may call other people’s
second-hand clothes, and never being themselves for a single moment.’

We might acknowledge the truth behind these sentiments even if we
prefer not to recognise it about ourselves. However well — or badly —
educated we are, our thoughts, opinions and behaviour are all influenced
to a greater or lesser degree by the thoughts, opinions and behaviour of
others.

This isn’t a new thought. It wasn’t even ‘new’ in 1891. The writer of the
book of Ecclesiastes (a book written well over 2,000 years ago — that is,
sometime between 450BCE and 200BCE) said, “What has been will be
again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under
the sun. Is there anything of which one can say, ‘Look! This is something
new’? It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time.”
(Ecclesiastes 1: 9 — 10)

I, for one, am happy to acknowledge my indebtedness to others from
many walks of life both for what I believe I know and for what I know I
believe — and, thus, for the influence of others over the conclusions 1
draw and the opinions I hold. Nowhere is this truer than in the
sentiments expressed in the collection of short (or at least, shortish)
essays published in this book. To some degree, they are all a synthesis of
works by, among others, Richard Rohr (b1943), an American author,
spiritual writer and Franciscan friar; Eugene H Peterson (1932 — 2018),
an American Presbyterian minister, scholar, theologian, author, and poet;
the Baptist minister, college tutor and Director of the Centre for the
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Study of Bible and Violence (in the UK), Helen Paynter, and Tim Mackie,
the American theologian and founder of the highly informative,
innovative and internet-delivered Bible Project. These, however, are only
the most recent, ‘high profile’ of influencers on my thinking. Others, of
all faiths and denominations, as well as those from none of these — drawn
mainly from the West Midlands, South Wales, Hertfordshire and the
Greater London areas - have also influenced me over the years. They are
far too numerous to mention and, while some are too obscure to
remember by name, others would be too embarrassed to be identified in
such a way.

However — as you’ll know if you’ve read the ‘About the Author’ section
of this book — my theological background is firmly planted in the non-
conformist, especially Baptist, tradition. So, it’s been refreshing to read
Richard Rohr’s work — and, particularly, to get a Roman Catholic,
reverential glimpse of the work of theologians who were active before
the Reformation (something which can be easily overlooked by some
modern non-conformists).

This is just another way of saying that the essays in this book are ‘original’
only in the sense that they represent my work as their curator, compiler,
developer and editor. They’re not ‘original’ in the sense that the thoughts
they contain haven’t been thought and expressed before by someone or
other.

That said — as the book’s sub-title suggests — each essay in this collection
contains non-prescriptive insights. The essays are intended - and
designed - to provoke thought and subsequent action. Far from being
the only definitive answer to the topics they discuss, they’re supposed to
offer mere Ideas, Nuances, Suggestions, Inspirations, Glimpses, Hints
and Thoughts (insight) on issues relating to living life from a perspective
of Christian theology. Not every reader will agree wholeheartedly with
everything in this book — nor, necessarily, should they.

So, in defiance of the sentiment of the writer of Ecclesiastes, hopefully
this book will offer some insights and draw some conclusions that some
readers will find new, unusual, interesting and worth at least a second
thought from their point of view.



Introduction
This book is intended to be of interest to:

e Preachers looking for interesting ideas and inspiration to inform
their own output

e Church Secretaries and other members of (Baptist) Diaconates
and/or Leadership Teams, along with similar people in other
Christian denominations, who value having some ready-made
thought-provoking material to deliver when planned speakers fail to
turn up (for whatever reason)

e Students and disciples of any age — including, but not necessarily
exclusively, followers of Jesus — who’re interested in applying
biblical teaching to living effectively, practically and successfully in
the modern age

When trying to structure this book it soon became apparent that its 144
essays defy classification into particular groups or categories. So,
although you may detect some subtle connections between consecutive
articles, there is no ‘grand design’ — because the articles defied any
attempt to produce such a design.

However, to help you, there’s an index which attempts to identify the key
topics and the specific Bible references mentioned in each article. Thus,
for example, someone looking for insights into ‘the nature of God” may
find something useful in the first five articles — but, equally, articles seven,
nine, ten and 22 may also be helpful. Similarly, those searching for articles
that refer to specific Bible passages — perhaps to find different and/or
unusual perspectives — could find the ‘Bible references’ section of the
index helpful.

Some readers may be content to ration themselves to one or, at most,
two articles at a sitting as part of their daily ‘devotional time’, while others
may find the articles sufficiently compelling in a ‘page turner’ way to read
more. Either way, I hope that this is a book which will reward reading
and re-reading with fresh perspectives, thoughts and insights. If it does,
then please try to apply these — and, of course, tell your friends and
acquaintances about this book.

Robert Little, 2022
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Index of subjects and Bible references

Title
Life’s first

sound

Our actions
matter
God’s image

Elected only to
evangelise
In here, now

Recognising
the Divine

Dynamic,
unfolding love

Looking for the
key

New Year’s
resolutions

Knowing God

The language
God speaks

Key topics
creation, the nature
of God

the nature of God,
hope

the nature of God,
commandments

the nature of God,
love, grace

the nature of God,
love, grace, living in
the moment
judgement, soul,
mirroring God

love, the nature of
God, hope, growth,
change
chosen-ness, love

needs, dreams,
values, goals

the nature of God,
idolatry

Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit, language, the
Kingdom of God

Bible references

nil

Colossians 1: 13 — 20;
Ephesians 1: 9 - 10

Exodus 20: 1 -17;
Deuteronomy 5: 4 -21;
Matthew 5: 8; Genesis 1: 206;
Colossians 1: 15; John 1: 29
Exodus 34: 6 -7

John 1: 14; Matthew 6: 25 -
34; Luke 10: 42; Luke 10: 39

Genesis 1: 26; Matthew 25;

Matthew 5: 44; Ephesians 4:
4 - 6; 1 John 2: 21; Jeremiah
31:33; 1 John 3: 2; Acts 17:

28

Genesis 1: 26; Romans 8: 19
& 22; 1 Corinthians 15: 20 —
25; Romans 8: 28

1 Corinthians 1: 18 - 25

John 1: 38; Matthew 20: 32

Matthew 7: 21 — 23;
Jeremiah 22: 13 — 17;
Habakkuk 2: 4; Habakkuk 2:
6 —20; Exodus 20: 3 — 6; 1
Corinthians 3: 4 — 5

Acts 2:1-13



Clarification

The gospel

Culture
challenge

Upended

God reaches

out

One great
fellowship of
love

Trinity
Self-emptying

Ready to be
filled

An eternal flow
of loving
laughter

A grounded
connection
Detaching the
self

Circular power

the nature of God,
the Kingdom of
God

good news, God’s
kingdom, love,
leadership, power
political cultures,
economic cultures,
religious cultures,
the Kingdom of
God

serving, leadership,
the Kingdom of
God

diversity, inclusivity,
practical
Christianity, love,
the marginalised

the call of God, love

the Trinity

the Trinity, self-
emptying, humility
the Trinity, love,
kenosis

the Trinity,
'deiformity’

the Trinity,
relationship, love
the Trinity, pure
consciousness
power, domination,
love, the Trinity,
relationships

Index: of Subjects and Bible References

Matthew 4: 17; Exodus 33:
11; Exodus 3 and 4;
Matthew 9: 13; 12: 7

nil

Luke 4: 14 - 30; Matthew 5 -
7; John 11: 50; John 18: 14;
Hebrews 11: 13

Matthew 20: 20 — 28;
Matthew 19: 27 — 30; Psalm
110; Matthew 27: 38
Deuteronomy 10: 17 — 19;
Genesis 1: 26; Isaiah 58: 6 —
7

Genesis 1: 26; Mark 12: 31
John 14: 3

Luke 12: 22 — 34;
Philippians 2: 6; Luke 12: 32
Philippians 2: 5 —7

1 Corinthians 2: 16;
Ephesians 4: 22

Matthew 18: 20
Romans 8: 16
Genesis 1: 26; Matthew 11:

29; John 18: 37; 2
Corinthians 13: 14
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By love, to be

love

Scripture with
Jesus

More Scripture
with Jesus

Power issues

Adding Jesus
Mark’s
watershed
moment

The incognito
Messiah

6

love, original
blessing versus
original sin, the
nature of God, the
Trinity

the nature of God,
love

Hermeneutics,
midrash, four levels
of Scriptural
meaning, the
Kingdom of God

power

problem solving
who is Jesus? who
are we to God? how
do we represent the
'holy'? how do we
revere the holy in
our neighbours?
good news, the
Messiah, suffering,

Genesis 1: 26; 1 John 3: 1 -
2; Genesis 1: 31; Genesis 3

Leviticus 18 - 20; Leviticus
19: 18; Luke 4: 18 - 19;
Isaiah 61: 2b; Ezekiel 18: 21
- 23,27 — 29; 1 Corinthians
2:13

Luke 4: 18 - 19; Romans 12:
2; 1 Corinthians 2: 16;
Philippians 2: 5; Exodus 21:
24, Leviticus 24: 20;
Matthew 5: 38 — 39; Mark 1:
22; Mark 2: 17, Matthew 9:
12; Luke 5: 31; Luke 16: 19 -
31; John 10: 34; Leviticus
19: 18; Mark 7: 1 - 23;
Matthew 23; LLuke 11: 38;
Matthew 9: 14; Matthew 22:
34 - 40; Mark 10: 21; Luke
4: 18 - 19; Isaiah 61: 2; Mark
2: 26; Luke 14: 5; Mark 2:
27; Matthew 5: 21 - 48

1 Corinthians 12: 22; Mark
7: 9; Matthew 18: 6;
Matthew 5: 3

nil

Mark 8: 27 - 30; Matthew
16: 13 - 20; Genesis 1: 26

Mark 1: 1; Mark 1: 34; Mark
3: 11 — 12; Mark 8: 27 — 30;



A once-in-
eternity choice

The shape of
the soul

God’s people

God at work

Expectation
and God’s
reality

The
disorientated
dove

The midwives
of divinity

Stirred and
shaken
Travelling light
Four shades of
transformation

Exams

Faith: ice and
fire

crucifixion, who do
you say I am?

‘thisness’, spiritual
knowledge,
incarnation
vocation, gifts &
talents
individualism,
heroes, leadership,
diversity

fake news, signs,
proof, evidence
expectation &
actuality,
transformation,
challenge, change
working for God,
obedience,
compassion
fulness, creation

apocalypse,
prophecy, change
empathy, blessing
evolutionary faith,
inner attitudes

tests, temptation,
examination

the Holy Spirit,
intellectual belief

Index: of Subjects and Bible References

Mark 8: 31 — 33; Mark 9: 31
— 32; Mark 10: 32 — 34;
Mark 14: 50 — 52; Mark 15:
39; Mark 8: 29

Luke 15: 4

1 Corinthians 12: 4 - 6

1 Peter 2: 10

Judges 6: 17; Luke 11: 29 -
30
Acts 3: 1-10

Jonah 3: 6 — 10

John 1: 16; Ephesians 1: 23,
3: 19, and Colossians 2: 9 —
10; Romans 8: 22
Revelation; Mark 13

Luke 10: 1 —11

1 Corinthians 13: 11 — 13;
Matthew 6 & 7; Ephesians
2:10

Psalm 26: 2; Job 1: 12; 1
Corinthians 10: 13; James 1:
12 — 14; 1 Thessalonians 2:
4; Jeremiah 17: 10; Isaiah 45:
7

Acts 1: 8; Acts 17: 6
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Who knows
best?

Honesty and
humility

Restoring
relationships
Restorative

love

Making amends

God's justice

A wotrd of
hope

How to pray

versus real trust,
walking the talk
authenticity versus
institution, self-will
versus God's will
light and darkness,
good and evil,
perfection and
imperfection,
reality, grace
retribution,
restorative justice,
healing, peace-
making, forgiveness
retribution,
restorative justice,
healing, peace-
making, forgiveness,
love

retribution,
restorative justice,
healing, peace-
making, forgiveness,
love

God's kingdom,
justice, love,
redemptive justice,
adventuring with
God

visions, imagery,
good and evil,
peace, patience,
hope, persecution,
justice

prayer, attitude,
relationship

1 Samuel 8

Luke 15: 11 — 32; Luke 18: 9
— 14; Luke 21: 17 - 19;
Matthew 5: 48; Matthew 5:
45; Ephesians 2: 8

Ezekiel 16: 53 - 63; Isaiah
57:17 —19; Luke 15: 11 —
32

Isaiah 29: 13 — 24, Hosea 6:

1 — 6, Ezekiel 16; Luke 19: 1
— 10; Isaiah 55: 8; Ephesians
5:1

nil

Isaiah 61: 1 - 2; Luke 4: 18 -
19; Luke 1

Revelation 21: 10;
Revelation 22: 1; John 4: 10
-14; Genesis 2: 9; Revelation
1: 8; 21: 6; & 22: 13;
Numbers 6: 25; Revelation
1: 17; Revelation 2: 10

Luke 11: 1 -13



More than a
morality
contest

Effecting
change

Evan Roberts
When the work
begins

Inner
transformation

Turning around
One

God’s job
description

Incarnation

An unfolding
mystery

A synonym for
change

salvation, prayer,
reward, punishment,
restorative justice,
love

resolutions, change,
the Golden Rule,
growth

belief

change

change, sin,
transformation, the
Holy Spirit

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity,
unity, gifts of the
Holy Spirit

overcoming evil
with good, death &
resurrection
incarnation, love,

life & death,
resurrection

resurrection, love,
suffering, salvation

resurrection, love,
change, myth

Index: of Subjects and Bible References

John 15: 1 - §; John 13: 34;
John 14: 15 - 17

Matthew 7: 12 - 14

nil

Revelation 22: 21

Matthew 4: 17; Mark 1: 15;
Matthew 6: 4, 6, 18;
Matthew 5: 27 - 28;
Matthew 5: 8; Matthew 4: 1
- 11; Luke 15: 2

Ephesians 2: 14 —16; 1
Corinthians 12: 4 — 6; 1
Corinthians 12: 13; John 17:
21 —26; Romans 8: 16 — 17;
1 Corinthians 12: 7; 1
Corinthians 12: 12, 27; 1
Peter 2: 9 — 10; John 10: 30
Romans 4: 17; Ephesians 6:
12; 2 Corinthians 11: 14 - 15

Ephesians 1: 4, 9; 2 Peter 3:
8; Genesis 1: 1 - 31;
Ephesians 2: 11 - 22; Isaiah
65:17; Revelation 21:1;
Romans 8: 18 - 30; Romans
4:17b

Hebrews 4: 15; John 20: 19 -
28; John 20: 27; Ephesians
1: 10

nil
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Anointed

Death of death

The meaning of
light

A signature on
reality

Not if but
when

The guards’
perspective
What’s in a

name?r

It’s not unusual

Journeying

Not ‘Plan B’
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anointing,
incarnation,
resurrection, love,
self

incarnation,
resutrrection, Easter
resurrection, light

science & religion,
life, death &
resurrection

life, resurrection,
incarnation, heaven

& hell

resurrection,
reporting, fear
resurrection,
incarnation,
renewal, grace, the
Holy Spirit, love
resurrection,
universal pattern,
love

discipleship, God’s
promise, blessing,
resutrrection,
challenge

Advent, incarnation

Luke 4: 18 —19; 2
Corinthians 1: 21 — 22; Mark
7: 33; John 9: 6; John 12: 1 —
3; Mark 16: 1

1 Corinthians 15

Ephesians 5: 13 — 14;
Matthew 27: 51 - 53;
Matthew 17: 1 — 8; Mark 9:
2 —8; Luke 9: 28 — 36; John
12: 36

nil

Colossians 3: 4; Colossians
1: 27; Luke 24: 39; John 20:
27; 2 Peter 1: 4; Galatians 3:
29; Acts 3: 21; Isaiah 65: 17;
Revelation 21: 1

Matthew 28: 1 - 15

Romans 8: 28

2 Peter 1: 4; 1 John 4: 16; 1
Corinthians 13: 8; Romans
5: 5; Romans 8: 9; 1 Peter 1:
3-5

Acts 3: 25; Galatians 3: 8;
Romans 4; Galatians 3;
Hebrews 11: 8 — 10; Mark
16:1-8

John 10: 7; John 1: 1 — 4
Romans 8: 20 — 23;
Revelation 22: 20



Wise Men’s
pockets
Celebrating
Christmas

Zechariah
versus Mary
God’s feminine
side

Mary’s qualities

Mary
Magdalene

Mothering
Lifestyle

learning
Gentleness

Friendship
God’s choice

Influence

Epiphany, Magi,
Zoroaster, wisdom
Easter, Advent,
incarnation, love,
transformation
Mary, response,
Christmas

Word (logos),
wisdom

Mary, feminism,
Church, grace,
humility, patience

love, resutrrection,
witness, women in
Church leadership
motherhood, faith,
evangelism
teaching, learning,
wisdom
gentleness,
leadership,
relationships,
service, grace,
holiness

friendship
election, chosen-
ness

leadership

Index: of Subjects and Bible References

Matthew 2: 1 — 12; Matthew
3:13 —17; John 2:1-11
John 1: 9

Luke 1: 17; 18; 26 — 38; 46 —
55

John 1: 1 — 14; Proverbs 8:
22 — 31; [Wisdom 7: 22 -
23]; Matthew 11: 19; Luke 7:
35; 1 Corinthians 1: 17 - 2:
16; Galatians 3: 28

Luke 1: 38; Luke 2: 7; John
19: 25; Acts 1:14; Proverbs
8: 1; Revelation 12: 1 - 17;
Luke 1: 48; Genesis 3: 15;
John 2: 3b; John 2: 5

Luke 7: 36 — 50; Luke 8: 2;
John 20: 14 — 18

TLuke 2: 19

Mark 1: 16 — 20; John 1: 39;
Luke 9: 11

Galatians 5: 22 — 23; 1
Thessalonians 2: 7; Acts 17;
Galatians 5: 23; 2
Corinthians 10: 1; Galatians
0: 1; 2 Timothy 2: 25; 1
Peter 3: 15; Isaiah 42: 3;
Matthew 11: 29; John 8: 1 —
11; Provetbs 15: 1
Galatians 6: 2; John 15: 15
Genesis 1: 26; Genesis 15: 1;
Exodus 3: 12; 1 Corinthians
1: 3

Exodus 17: 8 — 13

11
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God's pleasure
Made by God

Realising our
potential

Creation views

Bi-lingual
truths

Flesh and spirit
Body and soul
Marriage and
love

The theology
of dignity

The elusive self
Faith’s journey
Experience’s

significance

Divine
disruption
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soul, creation, grace
creation, rebellion,
judgement, climate
change, faith, hope,
love, attitude,
behaviour

David & Goliath,
potential,
development
creation, love, joy,
creativity

symbolic language,
meaning, reality,
truths

flesh and spirit,
egotism

Plato versus Jesus,
body & soul

love, marriage

divine indwelling,
dignity, sexuality

works & grace, self,
soul

faith, pilgrimage,
slavery, freedom,
God's promise
taith, hope, love,
head & heart,
demonstrating belief
disruptive
technology,
conversion,
worship, change,
attitude,
authenticity,

Genesis 1: 31

Hosea 11: 3 — 4; Genesis 1 —
9; John 1 — 3; Romans 8: 19
— 25; 2 Timothy 1: 7;
Genesis 1: 26

1 Samuel 17; 1 Peter 2: 4 — 5

Genesis 1: 26; John 10: 10

Genesis 1

John 1: 14; Colossians 3: 3
John 1: 14; Revelation 21: 1
- 3; 1 Corinthians 6: 19 — 20
1 Corinthians 13: 7

Acts 2; 1 Corinthians 12: 13;
Galatians 3: 26 - 28; 1
Corinthians 6: 12 - 20

Mark 8: 35

Isaiah 35: 1

1 Corinthians 3: 1 — 9

John 3 — 4; 1 Peter 2: 5



Peace-making

Dark and light

Crisis wisdom

Shadowboxing

Iluminated by
darkness
Lightlessness
Vulnerability

Being a gift

Blessed

mourners
Alternative
wisdom
Solidarity
Non-violence

sparks change

Living icons

response to evil,
love, non-violence

darkness,
depression, light,
creation,
redemption
change, suffering,
pilgrimage, faith,
relationship, Trinity,
love, hope, trust
good & evil, attitude
& behaviour
suffering,
transformation
faith, hope, light
vulnerability, grief,
pain, suffering

the Sermon on the
Mount, salt & light
mourning, Jesus'
death, the Sermon
on the Mount

the Sermon on the
Mount, persecution
the Sermon on the
Mount, the Church
the Sermon on the
Mount, peace-
making, love,
change

power, the Holy
Spirit

Index: of Subjects and Bible References

Matthew 5: 9; Matthew 5:
39; 1 Corinthians 1: 27; John
8: 3 — 11; Matthew 26: 52
John 1: 5

Job

Matthew 7: 3 - 5; Luke 1: 48;
Matthew 6: 22
nil

John 1:5
Job 19: 26

Matthew 5: 13; Matthew 5:
14 - 15

Matthew 5: 4; Jeremiah
31:15

Matthew 5:10; Matthew 5:
11-12; Luke 6:26
Ephesians 2: 1 - 2

Matthew 5: 9; 1 John 4: 7,
Matthew 5: 39

Acts 10: 38; 1 Corinthians 2:
5; Acts 1: 8; Romans 8: 10;
Acts 2: 1 —13; John 14: 16 —
17, Romans 8: 9, 11; 1
Corinthians 3: 16
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The Yahweh
Prayer
An unspeakable

name

Enlarging the
table

The Saviour

The Scapegoat
Beyond
accounting
Jewels
Cashiering the
cashiers

An unveiling

Standing before
God

Transformation
now

14

God’s name, God’s
closeness, love
names, power, love
inclusivity,
liberation, freedom,
expanding
boundaries

b

eating, community,
the law of holiness

salvation, sin, grace

sin, guilt,
righteousness,
judgement
atonement,
salvation, love

diamonds, God’s
people
compassion,
sacrifice, soul,
institutionalised
religion
contemplative
prayer, unveiling,
apocalypse, change
prayer, prayer
technique:
hesychasm
salvation, theosis,
the nature of God

Exodus 20: 7; John 20:22

Exodus 3: 14; Matthew 22: 1
—10; Luke 14: 7 — 24;
[Wisdom 11: 23 — 12: 2];
John 1: 26; Matthew 7: 21;
Luke 6: 46

Luke 14: 7 - 24; Matthew 9:
10 - 11; Luke 7: 34; Luke 7:
36 -50,11: 37 - 54, 14: 1;
Mark 14: 3; Luke 19: 1 - 10
1 Corinthians 15: 57; John 4:
42; Luke 6: 27 - 28;
Galatians 3: 13; 2
Corinthians 5: 21

John 1: 29; Luke 23: 34,
John 16: 2; John 16: 8

John 1: 1 - 18; Ephesians 1:
4; Hebrews 7: 27;9: 12; 10:
10

Zechariah 9: 16 — 17 (a)

John 2: 13 - 17; Hosea 6: 6;
Isaiah 1 - 2; Psalm 51;
Matthew 5: 17

1 Corinthians 13: 12;
Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke
21; Revelation

Matthew 6: 6

2 Peter 1: 3 — 4; Genesis 1:
27; Genesis 5: 2; Psalm 42:
7; James 4: 5



Christian
mysticism
Important
boundaries

Bias

Aspects of evil

Patience

Browsing

A moral agenda

Freedom’s path
God’s reign

Removing the
profane

A person, not a
book

secrets, mysteries,
hidden, spirituality
law, salvation, soul,
hope,
transformation
bias, worldview,

conversion, parables

types of evil,
institutional evil,
forgiveness

the Kingdom of
God, change, love,
patience, grace
browsing, options,
choices,
commitment

the Kingdom of
God

self, love, freedom
the Kingdom of
God, hope, love

love, salvation,
creation,
incarnation, soul
gender, sexuality,
inclusion,
forgiveness,

Index: of Subjects and Bible References

Isaiah 45: 15

Romans 2 to 7; Galatians 3:
11; Matthew 5: 21 —48;
Matthew 5: 17

Matthew 18: 3

Colossians 1:16; Mark 1: 23
— 28; John 12: 6; 13: 29;
Matthew 21: 12 — 13; Mark
11: 15 —-17; Luke 19: 45 —
46; Matthew 11: 21;
Matthew 23; Luke 11: 37 —
54; Luke 13: 34 — 35; Mark
5:8-9; Luke 7: 34
Ephesians 2: 7 - 10

1 Kings 18: 21

nil

John 8: 32; John 13: 34
Mark 1: 15; Matthew 4: 17;
Luke 4: 14 — 30; Matthew 5
— 7; Matthew 6: 10; Matthew
10 :7; Luke 17: 21;
Philippians 2: 5; John 15;
Matthew 22: 39; Matthew
13:31-32

John 1: 14; Matthew 22: 36

Leviticus 18: 22; Leviticus
20: 13; Leviticus 15: 19 - 24;
Leviticus 11: 9 -12; Leviticus

15
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Esther

Costly but free

Causes and
consequences

Wounded
healers

The Cross’
power

On the edge
The Prophets’

role

The Prophets’

value
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empowerment, love,

hope

sexual exploitation,
feminism, good &

evil, God’s promises

& provision, faith,

trust, loyalty, power

God’s promises &
provision, free &
costly,

causes &
consequences,
tradition,
significance
suffering,
pilgrimage,
transformation

Good Friday, evil,
overcoming evil
with love,
forgiveness, love
prophets

prophets,
institutionalised
religion, Church
prophets,
institutionalised
religion, Church

11: 7 - 8; Leviticus 25: 35 —
37; Deuteronomy 23: 19 -
20; Leviticus 18: 3, 24 — 28;
Matthew 22: 35 - 40;
Exodus 3: 14

Esther; Luke 1: 46 — 55

Deuteronomy 6: 1 — 9

nil

1 Corinthians 1: 18; John 12:
24; Isaiah 26: 19; Romans 4:
17; 2 Corinthians 1: 9; 2
Corinthians 5: 21; Luke 22:
31 -32

Matthew 26: 36 — 42; Luke
23: 34; Hebrews 10: 20

Matthew 5: 17 - 48; 1
Corinthians 12: 28;
Ephesians 4: 11

nil

1 Corinthians 12: 28;
Ephesians 4: 11; Amos 5: 21
-6:7;7:10 - 17; Matthew
23



Liberation

Quiet,
confident joy

A topsy-turvy
Empire
A Stable

answer

Arriving where
we started

prophets,
institutionalised
religion, Church,
forgiveness, love
Advent, darkness,
light, faith, the Holy
Spirit, grace, love,
mercy

Nativity, peace, joy,
status

Nativity, Christmas,
Jesus' divinity

messianic kingship,
lifelong learning,
home

Index: of Subjects and Bible References

Matthew 23: 13; Matthew 3:
3

nil

Luke 2: 8 — 20

Mark 1: 11; Micah 2: 4;
Isaiah 60; Psalm 72;
Numbers 24; Exodus 6: 23
Matthew 28: 16 — 20

17
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Life’s first sound

The approach of the Western Church to the subject of creation has,
traditionally, been that of ¢reatio ex nibilo - creation out of nothing - but
Irenaeus, a leading theologian of the second century who became the
Bishop of Lyon, took a different view. Born to Greek parents in Asia
Minor (modern day Turkey), Irenaeus (c130 — c203) — as a child — heard
and saw Polycarp (69 — 155), the last known living connection with the
Apostles.

Among other things, Irenaeus taught that all creation flows from the
substance of God. He argued that all things carry within them the essence
of the One. Irenacus was concerned (presciently, as it’s turned out) that
the doctrine of creation out of nothing would lead to humans abusing
creation, giving us permission to do to it whatever we wished — because
it wasn’t holy since it was made from nothing and, so, was devoid of
sacred energy.

Irenaeus taught that the substance of the earth and its creatures carries,
within itself, the life of God. “God,” said Irenaeus, “is both above us all
and in us all.” In other words, God is both transcendent and immanent.
So, the work of Jesus wasn’t to save us from our nature but to restore us
to our nature and to bring us back into relationship with God and his
creation.

In his commentary on the Prologue to John’s Gospel - in which John
says that all things have been spoken into being by God - Irenaeus sees
Jesus not as speaking a new word but as uttering again the first word -
the sound at the beginning and the heart of life. He describes Jesus as
‘recapitulating’ the original work of the Creator. According to Irenaeus,
Jesus articulates again what we’ve forgotten and what needs to be
repeated: the sound from which all life has come.

So, to Irenaeus, Jesus’ story is the universe’s story. The birth of the
divine-human child is a revelation. It’s a lifting of the veil to show us that
all life has been conceived by the Spirit in the womb of the universe. It
reminds us that we’re all divine-human creatures, and that everything that

18
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has being in the universe carries, within itself, the sacredness of God’s
Spirit.

Our actions matter

The core of the Judeo-Christian revelation is that we’re created in the
image of God. If we lose that understanding, we lose the foundation for
life.

Clearly, God is endlessly imaginative and creative. So, those who’re
curious, open and creative are likely to be deeply in touch with the One
who continues to generate all the things that surround us. One such
curious, open and creative person was the Jesuit priest, mystic and
palacontologist, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881 - 1955). Although
living and working within a Roman Catholicism that enforced the picture
of an essentially static and unchanging cosmos, Teilhard came to
acknowledge that the Darwinian revolution and contemporary
cosmology have important implications for theology.

He believed that the sciences have shown that the universe couldn’t
literally have come into being in a state of finished perfection. Moreover,
he said, the figure of Christ and the meaning of redemption must be
understood as having something to do with the fulfilment of the earth
and the whole universe - and not just being about the healing of people
or the harvesting of souls from the material world.

In his view, living in a post-Darwinian age brings a new horizon to
Christian hope. Rather than focusing on atoning for ancestral sin and
nostalgically trying to return to an imagined paradisical past, Christian
hope is about supporting the adventure of life. It’s about expanding the
domain of consciousness; building the earth and participating in the on-
going creation of the universe in whatever ways are available to each of
us.

So, our actions matter because they contribute both to the deeper
incarnation of God and to the redemptive gathering of the whole world
- not just human souls - into the body of Christ.
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The exhilarating Pauline vision of a universe summed up in Christ (see
Colossians 1: 13 - 20 and Ephesians 1: 9 - 10) matches our scientific
understanding of a world struggling to become ‘more’. So, our spiritual
hope is the flowering and prolongation in human consciousness of
what’s always been an anticipatory universe.

This affects the meaning of worship. As Teilhard writes, “To worship
was, formerly, to prefer God to things, relating them to him and
sacrificing them for him. To worship is now becoming to devote oneself,
body and soul, to the creative act, associating oneself with that act to
tulfil the world by hard work and intellectual exploration.”

God’s image

What Christians call the Old Testament contains the commandments
that God gave to his people. Maybe surprisingly, there are more than ten.
It’s generally accepted that:

e There are 613 commandments in the Torah (the Five Books of
Moses).

e These 613 include what we call the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:
1 -17 and Deuteronomy 5: 4 -21).

e 248 are positive (‘do something’) commandments.
® 3065 are negative (‘refrain from doing something’) commandments.
e However, only 297 of the commandments are relevant to life today.

e Some of the rest are applicable only within the land of Israel and the
others can only be fulfilled by Temple priests if the Temple in
Jerusalem stands.

The Ten Commandments tell us not to worship anything - visible or
invisible - that humans have made. That’s because, if it’s something that
humans have made, it can’t be bigger and more powerful than humanity
- whereas God is. Some people speculate that man-made artificial
intelligence — notably fully sentient Artificial General intelligence (AGI)
— may eventually be more powerful than humanity but AGI isn’t likely to
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