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Some Trouble Investing in Wine

About the Author
Nicholas Jones writes fictitious books about things that could
be happening right now. The first book tells the sobering story
of what may have happened in late 2019, to the business of
investing in French fine wines.
After more than 35 years in business, Nicholas attended a sixmonth writing course to convert from a fact-based business
person to a storyteller. His clients would probably say it was
inevitable given the number of stories he told them over the
years. He now intends to spend a lot more time writing about
business and imagining what is really going on inside them.
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Disclaimer
All characters, organisations (except the brands mentioned) and
events in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to
real persons living or dead is purely coincidental.

ii

Some Trouble Investing in Wine

Acknowledgements
I have been bothering my wife Gillian for most of the last forty
years about my desperate need to write books based on things
that could be true. She encouraged me to get on with it, then
helped with the story and the editing of this first effort, over a
great deal of wine. So many thanks and much love for her
tenacity.
There are of course several people and organisations that helped
to make this possible and below I salute them:
Robert Basier (unfortunately no longer with us) where I spent
many summers starting in the 1980s teaching me to taste the
best of Bordeaux. An exacting teacher who successfully helped
me to develop a lifelong love of the best wines.
Charlie Martin, an entrepreneur and Bordeaux wine
connoisseur who helped me with wine investments and over
long languid lunches explained the workings of the Bordeaux
market.
The Faber Academy and Caroline Green for helping with the
transition from civilian to a writer.
The New Bloomsbury Set or should I say my fellow Faber
trainees. Thanks for the encouragement and for you, I included
some of my readings in this book. I bet you can’t wait for me to
try out book 2 on you!
Marcus de Maria, a Wealth Educator who I worked with for a
while. Such an interesting speaker and a great man in his
industry.
Ju Ju Missy for her help in making sure the French is really
French and not from that website!
Carl French, who I have worked with several times over the
years, thanks for trusting me with this!
iii

Some Trouble Investing in Wine

Dedications

To my girls, Gill and Harrie
with love and thanks

iv

Some Trouble Investing in Wine

Contents

About the Author .............................................................................. i
Disclaimer.......................................................................................... ii
Acknowledgements ......................................................................... iii
Dedications ...................................................................................... iv
Contents............................................................................................. v
Part One - Should we Invest in Wine? .......................................... 1
Prologue: Cote d’Azur, France, Summer 2019 ............................ 2
Chapter 1: St Albans, a Tuesday morning in September 2019 .. 6
Chapter 2: St Albans town centre, Tuesday evening................. 18
Chapter 3: St Albans North, Tuesday evening........................... 24
Chapter 4: St Albans, Saturday morning ..................................... 28
Chapter 5: St Albans town centre, Tuesday ............................... 33
Chapter 6: St Albans, Friday evening and Saturday morning .. 39
Chapter 7: St Albans, Thursday 4 am .......................................... 48
Chapter 8: Roucas Blanc, Thursday afternoon .......................... 52
Chapter 9: Martin Warehouse Le Panier, Thursday 3.30 pm .. 61
Chapter 10: Bandol, Thursday evening ....................................... 69
Chapters 11: Marseille, Friday morning ...................................... 77
Chapter 12: Marseille, Saturday .................................................... 84
Chapter 13: Bandol, Saturday and Sunday .................................. 88
Chapter 14: North Africa, Sunday night ..................................... 99
Chapter 15: Marseille Airport, Monday morning ....................101
Part Two - Les Martins Ripostent! ............................................103
Chapter 16: London and St Albans, Monday...........................104
v

Some Trouble Investing in Wine

Chapter 17: France, Monday...................................................... 109
Chapter 18: St Albans, Tuesday morning ................................ 113
Chapter 19: South Kensington, London, late Monday night and
Tuesday ......................................................................................... 120
Chapter 20: BloedStone Office St Albans, Wednesday morning
........................................................................................................ 126
Chapter 21: St Albans, Wednesday lunchtime ........................ 132
Chapter 22: St Albans, Thursday............................................... 137
Chapter 23: Kensington, Thursday evening ............................ 143
Chapter 24: Alameda, California, Friday morning local time 149
Chapter 25: Kensington and St Albans, Saturday ................... 157
Chapter 26: Kensington and St Albans, Sunday ..................... 164
Chapter 27: Bordeaux, Sunday evening.................................... 169
Chapter 28: St Albans, Sunday evening.................................... 172
Chapter 29: Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, Sunday.......................... 182
Chapter 30: Kensington and St Albans, Monday morning ... 187
Chapter 31: Bordeaux, Monday................................................. 194
Chapter 32: St John’s Wood, Monday evening ....................... 200
Part Three - Resources and Strategy ......................................... 205
Chapter 33: Paris, Tuesday ......................................................... 206
Chapter 34: Las Vegas, Tuesday morning (local time)........... 212
Chapter 35: Vegas, Tuesday late morning (local time) ........... 216
Chapter 36: Cosmopolitan Hotel, Vegas, Tuesday midafternoon (local time).................................................................. 223
Chapter 37: Marseille, Wednesday morning ............................ 239
Chapter 38: Bordeaux, Wednesday afternoon......................... 249
Chapter 39: South Kensington, Wednesday afternoon ......... 256
vi

Some Trouble Investing in Wine

Chapter 40: Las Vegas and in transit to London, Wednesday
afternoon (local time) ..................................................................261
Chapter 41: Marseille city and airport, Thursday morning ....271
Chapter 42: Marseille airport VIP Arrivals and Departures,
Thursday morning ........................................................................275
Part Four – Saving French Wine? ..............................................281
Chapter 43: Bandol and Marseille, Thursday afternoon .........282
Chapter 44: Marseille, late Thursday .........................................293
Chapter 45: Bordeaux, late Thursday ........................................297
Chapter 46: Bandol, Friday 8 am ...............................................299
Chapter 47: Calais and Dover area, Friday morning ...............304
Chapter 48: Marseille, Friday afternoon ...................................316
Chapter 49: Algiers town, Friday lunchtime.............................322
Chapter 50: Algiers, Friday afternoon .......................................331
Chapter 51: Bordeaux, Friday lunchtime ..................................337
Chapter 52: Algiers, Friday afternoon .......................................356
Chapter 53: Essex Friday, late afternoon. .................................361
Chapter 54: Kensington, West London, Friday evening ........365
Chapter 55: Bordeaux, Friday evening ......................................368
Chapter 56: Cote d‘Azur, Friday early evening ........................373
Chapter 57: Bandol, Saturday .....................................................378
Chapter 58: Paris, Sunday ...........................................................384
Chapter 59: Paris, Monday ..........................................................390
Appendix .......................................................................................392
An assemblage of Associates, Members and Characters ........392

vii

Some Trouble Investing in Wine

Part One - Should we
Invest in Wine?
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Prologue: Cote d’Azur, France, Summer 2019
It was hot, really hot, the sun blazing down on Le Vieux Port de
Marseille through the bright blue sky. Leisure boats were
dancing in the gentle harbour swell while locals strolled and
visitors jogged. People were sitting in the cafés enjoying cooling
drinks, talking about what they would be doing later and the rest
of the week. If they stayed long enough, it was the “yellow
vesters”, the President, British tourists, terrorists and maybe
even the upcoming rugby season. But it was all good-natured, it
was too hot for vexation.
Unfortunately, this was not true for everyone. In a steaming
warehouse hidden by sprawling buildings overlooking the
harbour, a gang of men were hard at work like 18th century slaves
driven on by a modern day gangmaster sporting a stolen police
matraque.
“Ouch! pardon monsieur, it won’t happen again, pardon
monsieur, sorry sir.” Good, he’s gone now. Our French men like
to be treated well and called sir. They shout at us most days when
we are late or don’t do things right or want to have a pee. But
they are not too bad they don’t hit us very much unless they are
already angry, or something has gone wrong. Our French chief
Yves, who has a giant friend, is quite nice he talks to us and
thanks us for what we are doing. His bosses M. Pascal and M.
Martin have been here but they just walk around, don’t say much
and take away boxes from the cellar.
The work is not too difficult, but it can be harder when the big
truck arrives with a belly full of liquid. Sometimes they say the
place looks a mess, but we have a way of working that gets it
done easy. At one end of our building, some brothers are
cleaning what they told us were claret bottles. This is a very
strange name I don’t know why they don’t just call it red wine.
Down at the other end, we put the bottles into wooden cases
2
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and nail them closed. Then my brothers put them onto
platforms ready for transportation.
I work on filling the wine bottles from the big silver tanks the
truck leaves for us every week. I think the truck goes back to the
port but I don’t know for sure. I say this because I think some
of the wine comes from my home, but I can’t be sure of this
either, but my brothers think so. When the bottles are full, we
have to make sure the level is right, then we squeeze a cork into
the top to stop it from running out, sometimes it is hard to do
and the corker breaks and we are yelled at. Our French man
looks at all the bottle tops and then wraps some stuff around the
top to hide it. Mahamid is very skilled, he polishes the bottle
then puts on the label so they know who owns it. The wooden
cases are all different and many have pictures of big houses, they
call them chateaux. I don’t know where these places are but the
labels are very pretty. We must be putting their wine in the
bottles for them so they can drink it or maybe sell it because
there is a lot. It’s good to know that we are making them happy.
My brothers sometimes call us slaves but I just laugh at their
jokes. I don’t have to wear chains as they used to in America. I
believe I am a guest in this country and helping the French who
let me come here from my very poor country.
We are not allowed to go near the French men that work with
the white powder. They are kept in a cellar down some stairs. I
went there when I helped my friend carry a box. It was full of
paper money and when I looked around me I could see lots
more money being put in a machine and shuffled like when we
play cards. Then they wrap it in plastic like the fruit we buy in
the market, I don’t why they do that it must be to keep it clean.
Down there smelt very strange and there was a lot of white
powder being mixed as you do for bread and then they put that
in plastic too. They told me that people put the powder on their
face, mainly on the nose, it makes them feel good. I don’t know
what they do with so much money but I wish I could have some
more and then I could leave here and enjoy France.
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I am called Hakim and I have been here for one year soon, I
came with my blood brother, but I have not seen him for some
time. I hope he has found somewhere good and is not lost or
dead. The French men told us it would be easy work and we
would be able to leave after one year but I think that cannot be
true as many of my brothers are still here. My close brother is
now Sami and we always try to work together. We both wanted
to leave our home and come to France, we have heard many
stories about how good the houses are. There are I think ten of
us staying in my house it's better than home although there are
too many people in it. We have running water, even though it is
not always hot, electricity for lights and heaters usually work. We
have our own beds, but not much space to move around or store
our belongings. But it is what we need to live. They give us food
in the morning and give us rest time in the middle of the day
when they eat. We can cook something in the evening but it is
difficult with so many of us. But they give us bread and cheese.
We are not allowed to drink anything but water or some orange
juice. Most of us do not drink alcohol as we are strict, but it
would be good to have some tea. If we want to pray they
sometimes let us in the day if they are in a good mood and not
being shouted at by M. Pascal. But we have a little time when
the sun appears and when the sun goes down. Although it is
difficult to know what time it is especially when the cold months
come.
I would like to go to England but that is a long way from here.
We are worried about England leaving Europe, they say it will
be much harder for us to get there when it is no longer England,
but a place called large Britain or maybe it is big Britain. That
seems a strange name, I prefer it to be called England because
we know who that is and we prefer their football teams to the
French. I like Manchester City because my cousin has sent me a
picture wearing a blue shirt of Riyad Mahrez before I came here.
I don’t know when I will be able to go and see him.
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Our French men tell us they are keeping our money to pay for
everything, but there must be some leftover, they only give us
50 euros each week. We wonder if we should tell someone that
we are working here for so little money, but we don’t know who.
I can’t buy much, but we have a secret phone which we share. I
make a call home when it is my turn, I think it will be tomorrow
this week.
Yesterday some police came to our house, one of them was a
woman which is strange I think. They said nothing to us and
were very friendly with our Frenchmen, maybe they are cousins.
We were worried that they might think there was too many of
us in one place and tell us there was not enough room, so some
had to go home. We tried to hide but they saw us but said
nothing so it must be alright for us to be working here.
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Chapter 1: St Albans, a Tuesday morning in September 2019
“I think you’re just being mean,” the lady presenter shouted
accusingly. The audience stopped whispering to stare at her,
then glanced at him waiting for a reply. “Did you hear me? I said
you’re being plain mean to these lovely people,” she repeated.
He still said nothing, they wondered what was going to happen,
they knew the man was in charge he told them earlier. But they
liked what she was saying about them. “Roger, I think you can
do much more than that,” she continued in a loud voice. They
were transfixed, having spent the day enjoying the seminar, the
two presenters who entertained them had fallen out and they
weren’t sure why. The man looked at them accusingly as though
they were in league with her. There was absolute silence, the
audience stared at the male presenter. Surely, he must say
something to her or to them, they waited.
“Okay,” he replied and they all let out a deep breath then started
to breathe normally. “I understand why you think that,” he
turned to the audience with tears in his eyes. “Lydia is right, I
was only thinking about what would be easier for the company.
I am so sorry for what I was going to do. We have spent the
whole day together and I have grown to love you people. I
sometimes forget that you are most important, we must always
help you first. Can you forgive me?” They nodded, they were
embarrassed at the way they had ganged up against him and
supported the lady. Now they hated her and loved him, “I don’t
care what the rest of the company thinks I am going to do the
right thing. So, I will give a third off our “Jubatus for
Currency” training and support package – “The world’s
fastest-moving investment strategy” not just for the first
five,” he put one hand up. “Or the first eight people,” holding
up both hands, one with thumb and one finger down. “But the
FIRST TEN people,” holding up two hands, “who run up to the
front and stand alongside me.” There was a clamour amongst
the audience, they stood and started to run to the front of the
6
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room some nudging others out of the way to make sure they
didn’t miss out. There were twelve slowly counted out by Lydia.
“Twelve,” he echoed. “Who were the last two up?” he asked the
line. No one confessed but some looked guilty. “Well, in that
case, shall I just pick two orrrrr LET’S ALL HAVE THE
DEAL” he shouted as he raised his arms. The room erupted
with cheering. It was another good day for Investment Mentor
4U, thought the staff listening in the office next door.
The company had been running since 2009. It had a slow start
but in the last five years, revenues had increased by at least 20%
a year. Success had come by expanding in the richer Northern
European countries where people had an appetite for taking a
risk to make money. The owner and Chief Executive is Andre
Devries, aged 38, a former banker who left because he wanted
to do something more exciting.
He made an appearance at the beginning of the Foreign
Exchange Workshop to whet the appetite of the attendees. He
told them the well-practised story of how his parents fled South
Africa for the UK when he was only five. Then onto how his
father died unexpectedly leaving him and his brother to be
looked after by their sick mother. But they never gave up hope
and he made it to become an Investment Banker, before setting
up his own successful business. Most of this was true although
he left out the bits about private school, rich uncle and lots of
failures. They listened intently as he told them it was all about
getting the mind right, focusing on what is important and not
letting anything get in the way. He claimed his only motivation
was to help others to get where he was now. He walked over to
the window and pointed to his brand new Porsche Cayenne
Coupe.
“I got that a few weeks ago,” he continued, most of them got up
to look. “It cost me a fortune, I just love it, I paid for it through
my investments and not with our company's money. I follow my
methods without question, if you do the same, believe in what
7
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